
Around the World 
Unit 8 Lesson 9 



What will we be learning 
this class? 

• A look into a new country 
• A review of the “o_e” sound 
 



Today we will be learning 
about another country. 

This country is made up of many islands in 
the Pacific Ocean… 



The country is 
known for 

growing rice… 

 
And catching fish! 



Do you remember? What is a 
population? This country also has 

a high population. 



The last clue: This city’s 
capital is Tokyo! 



What country do you think it 
could be? 



It is Japan! We will be 
learning about this country 

today. 



What do you know about 
Japan? Write it below 



Have you visited Japan before? 
Tell us a story from your trip! 



Let’s learn more 
about the country! 

We will now 
read a book 
about Japan! 
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Tokyo (TOH-kee-yoh) is the capital 
city of Japan. It is on the largest 
island, called Honshu (HON-shoo). 
Tokyo has many tall skyscrapers. 
More than thirty-two million people 
live there.

People

More than 127 million people live in 
Japan. The country’s main language 
is Japanese. More people live in 
cities and towns than in the country. 
City life in Japan is very busy. Most 
cities have little space, and people 
are crowded together.

Tokyo is the largest city in Japan.

People cross one of Tokyo’s busiest streets.
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Most people in Japan eat rice. Japan 
grows much of the rice it uses. The 
Japanese also catch many fish and 
sell them across the world.

Land

Most of Japan is covered with 
mountains. The country has more 
than seventy volcanoes. The most 
famous one is Mount Fuji (FOO-jee). 
It has not erupted in many years. 
Earthquakes are also common.

Farmers in Japan grow large amounts of rice in very little space.

Mount Fuji is on the island of Honshu.

Japan • Level K
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In the past, Japan was an empire.  
It was ruled by emperors. Later, 
powerful military leaders called 
shoguns (SHOH-guns) took control 
away from the emperors. Samurai 
(SA-muh-rye) warriors also had 
power. The samurai were known  
as brave and skilled fighters.

Celebrations

The Japanese New Year is an 
important holiday in Japan. It  
starts a week before the first day  
of January. People send cards for  
the New Year’s holiday. They also 
clean their homes, and children 
often get gifts.

Children in Japan often get kites, spinning tops, and cards for New Year’s.
Samurai warriors in Japan wore armor to protect them. 
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Food

Rice is an important food in Japan. 
It is eaten at most meals. Noodles 
are also served with some meals. 
Another important food is fish. 
Japanese people sometimes eat  
raw fish called sushi (SOO-shee).

Conclusion

Japan is a small island country,  
yet it has many people. It has tall 
mountains and volcanoes. It also 
has crowded cities with skyscrapers. 
Japan is a mix of many things—old 
and new, large and small.

Children’s Day in May celebrates the good health and happiness  
of children.

noodles

sushi

rice

Japan • Level K





What did you like about 
Japan? 



Japan has some similarities to 
China. Can you list some? 



Japan also has differences. List 
some differences to China. 



Great work! 

Now we will review the “o_e” sound! 



What word do you think is 
pictured? 

H __ __ __ 



Correct, it is home! 
 

That is an o_e word! 



Here are some more o_e 
words. Can you read them? 

Smoke 
Hope 
Slope 
Froze 
Bone 
Globe 
 



Great, try to use a word in 
a sentence! 

Smoke 
Hope 
Slope 
Froze 
Bone 
Globe 
 



Can you name these o_e 
words? How do they sound? 



Use one of these words in a 
sentence! 



List as many o_e words as 
you can in 1:00. 



Very good job! What did 
we learn today? 

• A look into Japan 
• Similarities and Differences 
• A review of “o_e” words 



Let’s look at the homework now. 
 

Do you have any questions? 


