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Today we will be learning to:

Write a personal short story!
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Once we pick our topic from our brainstorming
sheet, we need to create a STORYBOARD. A
storyboard, tells the main events of the story in the
order they happened.
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Strategies for Writind™®
a Sfory Beglnnlng

Same Story
“"Buzzzzzz=!" The sournd of - - -
rmiy alarm clock dromned in Flve D' l erent

miy ears as I struggled to 3 1
corme awake. With a start, - Beglnnlngs
I sat straight up imn My bed.
This was my big da

-_— O e W aa Y W
had to be o time.

Shoclk has been known to Kkill
o e mies ten wear olds. It camn cause
their brainmns to explode anmnd
their heart to stop dead still.
These facts raced through iy
I stood dumbfounded
of Iy fifth grade
The sun was warrm oOmn my back —s I vwish I
as I raced toward the wwaitinmg bed!
wvellow school bus. As I nestled B
imto the worm leather seat, I was
greeted byw the friemndly woices of
other excited kids. The look oon
my face was one of Ccnﬂdence
anmnd contentrmeaent. Wit
the bus rumbled dowvwn the
anmnd I was on my way to
FaFD.Er worst daws of rmiyw life .

L e 10 e er had 2 o ay
we e el wished WO L had
stayed in bed? As I rushed to

the bus oM wvwihrat
=d to be a2 perfectly
al dawy, I had o idea
was ahead of mie.

“Hurry or wou’'ll be late!™ called
rmiy mother from the bottomm of
the stairs. "“"Todayw of all daws
wou want to be o tirme.” IF I
had only kKnow wwihat that dawy Quest|on
wwou ld brimg, I wwo hawe

stayved in bed.
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start with a Question:
Begn by asking a question To catch
The reagers attention. 1T wigve
hints about what The story wilbe
about.

SouUnd EffECts:

USE onomatopoela or sound words
To grab the reader’s artention

Redady, set, Action!
Begh by sTarting your story withan
exciTing, nfense, or scary moment.,

Talking or diaiogue:

StarT with a conversation or
character specking

pdaint a picture:

Use detals 10 help your reader
visudlize what is happening In your

rdbbers HOOKS, & Leads -

Grabbers, Hooks, and Leads are hieresting beghnhgs To catch
\VOUr reader's aTtention T the start of your story.

Exampies:
Have you everbeenToa o>
miseum? Let me el you coout
an exciting trip That my family

TOOK TC Q museum This Summer.

Boom!l Crash The wind was
howing outside Of my house. Wi
were having ¢ terrbie thunder
storm. |was very scared

The cave was dark and everything %
was slent. |couanT evensee my
hand i Front of my focel 1knew
This adventure was gong tobe
sometning Tat lwoudnever Forget

*Hoid on Tight”, my dad yeled we
just Fnishedbucking In. as The
cogsterjerked ntomotion. This
was my £rst roler cooster nde ;{;

The sun was bright and It was a ‘
beoutiFuday. The sand was :
burning our FeeT, 80 we quickly

ran ond umped nTo the water . ¢ I
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Drafting [T 3
Use the ideas from your story map.

procedures:

Skip lines while writing to leave space for corrections
later.

Make sure you use sentences and paragraphs.

Begin with an introduction, using the characters, setting,
and problem.

Draft the beginning of the story.

Draft each event adding details that may not have listed
on the story
map.

Draft the conclusion or ending of the story.
**Do not worry about mechanics: spelling,
punctuation, or capitalization!™*






Main characters Setting ROSHEDALE

Problem of the story

A storyg event

A story event

How the problem is solwed

T he endi ng
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Clever
< G@n@lusions

. Good writers have clever conclusions
STOP j of the end of their sftory!

‘ Fecling: I felt like the luckiest kid on
3 carth that day.

O

' Question: Do you think I’ll ever get to
e 90 sSwimming again?

@ Lesson: From now on, 1 will always
remember to bring a tfowel to the pool.

Advice: If you want my advice, I think
you should 90 swimming more offenl

fime, nothing could have prepared me

O : Clhiffhanqger: Athough I had a great
for what happened next .
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READER:

Give some advice
for the reader.
Tell them
something that
they should learn
or do about your
writing.

on in your wrifing.

Quote a pers

CLOSE WITH
HUMOR:

Can you think of
something funny

that happened

CLOSE BY
REWORDING THE
BECINNING:
Tellthe reader
the important
information that
wds dlso in the
beginning.

Tell or show the
redader how you
feel about your

about what you topic or mdin
are writing about? idea.
CLOSE WITH A QUESTION: CLOSE WITH A FACT:

Is there something you
would like to leave the

reader wondering?

Tell your reader an interesting fact
you learned or know about your
topic. You might surprise your
reader.
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2 Author's Editing Checklist  mmmm
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A' '..;1 Did you start your senfences with q
capital leffer? Yoo NG

s
F Lo
fel St

P

L, Did you put spaces in“between your
-é words Yes No

. ?('u Did you use end marks af The ends of
' your sentences? Yes No

V3
ifmrﬁg Did you reread your wrifing”
l\ -

Yes No

-
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Publishing:

Share your writing with

|
others! e

Read aloud. | 7
Act it out. k
lllustrate your story.

|

Post it online.
Try to get published!

Listen to someone else read it.
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A brief
description
of your book

Rooq inok jo spiL

Book
Title

Nlustration

Author's Name
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