
Canadian University English Language Requirements and Foundation Program Information 

 

University  Minimum 
IELTS Score 
for Direct 
Admission to 
Program of 
Study 

English Language 
Foundation 
Program Available 

Entrance Requirements for 
English Language 
Foundation Program 

Length of 
Foundation 
Program 

Cost of Foundation 
Program 

How to Apply to the 
Foundation Program 

Brock 
University 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 

 Intensive English 
Language Program 
(IELP) 
 
Includes 
conditional offer to 
regular program of 
study 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing IELP program 
and have an IELTS score 
below 6.5. 

14 weeks 
per term 

$4000 per term On Brock University 
Website  

Carleton 
University 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 

 
ESL Foundation 
Program 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue.   
 
IELTS score requirement: 
5.0 – 6.4 (min 4.5 each band 
and the average of 
writing+reading+listening 
divided by 3 must be a min. 
of 5) 

14 weeks 
per course 

Approximately 
$5000 per course 

On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 

McMaster 
University 
 

6.5  with no 
band below 
5.0 

McMaster English 
Language 
Development 
Diploma (MELD)  
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue.   
 
IELTS score requirement: 
5.0 

Full year $24,500 includes 
ESL program and 
two University 
Degree credit 
courses 

On OUAC – Apply to 
the Academic 
Program you want to 
study 

http://brocku.ca/registrar/admissions/admission-criteria/conditional-offers
http://brocku.ca/registrar/admissions/admission-criteria/conditional-offers
http://brocku.ca/registrar/admissions/admission-criteria/conditional-offers
http://brocku.ca/registrar/admissions/application-steps/conditional-offers
http://brocku.ca/registrar/admissions/application-steps/conditional-offers
http://carleton.ca/slals/credit-esl/
http://carleton.ca/slals/credit-esl/
http://meld.mcmaster.ca/
http://meld.mcmaster.ca/
http://meld.mcmaster.ca/
http://meld.mcmaster.ca/


academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 

University of 
Guelph 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 

English Language 
Program (ELP) 
 
Once registered in 
ELP may get a 
conditional offer of 
admission to 
academic program. 

Criteria for Program of Study 
you intend to pursue.   
 
IELTS score less than 6.5 
 
 

14 weeks $4130 Apply both on OUAC 
for your academic 
program and on 
Guelph website for 
ELP program at the 
same time. 

University of 
Ottawa  

6.5 with a 6.5 
in written 
section 

English Intensive 
Program (EIP) 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing EIP program and 
have an IELTS score below 
6.5. 

14 weeks 
per term 

$5,100 On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 

Queen’s 
University 

6.5 QBridge Pathway 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue.   
 
5.5 IELTS score required for 
fall program 
 
6.0 IELTS score for summer 
program 

14 weeks 
per term 

$4,500 On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 

Ryerson 
University 

6.5 ESL Foundation 
Program 
 
 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue.   
 

Full Year $26,750, which 
includes two 
semesters of full-
time study which 

On OUAC – Apply to 
the ESL Foundation 
program.  The 
program code for 

http://opened.uoguelph.ca/en/students/faqs-elp.asp
http://opened.uoguelph.ca/en/students/faqs-elp.asp
http://eip.uottawa.ca/en/program
http://eip.uottawa.ca/en/program
http://www.queensu.ca/qsoe/qbridge
http://eslfoundation.blog.ryerson.ca/
http://eslfoundation.blog.ryerson.ca/


5.0 IELTS score required includes the ESL 
program and up to 
three university-
level degree credit 
courses. 

the Ryerson ESL 
Foundation Program 
is SFP 

University of 
Toronto – St. 
George 
Campus 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 

International 
Foundation 
Program 
 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue.   
IELTS score requirement:  
Overall 5.0-6.5 (no band 
lower than 5.0 with a 
minimum writing band at 
5.5) 

Full Year $33,768 to $43,020 
which includes 1 
Degree Course, 1 
Discipline Specific 
Course and 3 
Language & 
Academic Skills 
Courses 

 
 

On OUAC – Apply to 
the International 
Foundation Program.  
The program code 
for Arts and Science 
programs is TUG, for 
Applied Sciences and 
Engineering it is TUH. 
 

University of 
Toronto – 
Mississauga 
Campus 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 

Academic Culture 
and English 
(ACE@UTM) 
Program 
 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing ACE program and 
have an IELTS score below 
6.5. 
 
 

Summer 
ACE – 8 
weeks 
 
ACE 
Fall/Winter 
– Full Year 

$5,944.92 
 
 
 
$4,395 in addition 
to regular student 
tuition.  Includes a 
maximum of 3.0 
academic credits at 
U of T Mississauga 
while completing 
96 hours of 
Academic English 
(Level 60) language 
instruction on 
Saturdays 

On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 

http://www.ifp.utoronto.ca/undergraduate/future-students/our-program/
http://www.ifp.utoronto.ca/undergraduate/future-students/our-program/
http://www.ifp.utoronto.ca/undergraduate/future-students/our-program/
http://www.utm.utoronto.ca/registrar/new-students-parents/academic-culture-and-english-program-ace/international-students-and-english
http://www.utm.utoronto.ca/registrar/new-students-parents/academic-culture-and-english-program-ace/international-students-and-english
http://www.utm.utoronto.ca/registrar/new-students-parents/academic-culture-and-english-program-ace/international-students-and-english
http://www.utm.utoronto.ca/registrar/new-students-parents/academic-culture-and-english-program-ace/international-students-and-english


University of 
Toronto – 
Scarborough 
Campus 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 

Academic English 
Summer Program 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the English 
program and have an IELTS 
score below 6.5. 

8 weeks  On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 

University of 
Waterloo 

7.0 overall Bridge to Academic 
Success in English 
(BASE) 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Mathematics 
and Computer 
Science Programs: 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the BASE or ELAS 
program. 
 
One term in BASE: 
At least 6.5 overall IELTS 
(with at least 6.0 in writing) 
 
2 terms in BASE:  At least 5.5 
overall IELTS (with at least 
5.0 in writing) OR 6.5 overall 
(with less than 6.0 in writing) 
 
Summer iBASE for 
Engineering Students with 
IELTS just below 7.0 
At least 6.5 IELTS, with no 
band below 6.0 
 
 
5.5-6.5 IELTS score required 

1 term - 4 
months 
 
 
 
2 terms - 8 
months 
 
 
7 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 term – 4 
months 

$8,578 
 
 
 
 
 
$8,578 X2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$8,724.94 
 

On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 

http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/admissions/academic-english
http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/admissions/academic-english


English Language 
for Academic 
Studies (ELAS) 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 
 

Western 
University  
(Main 
Campus, 
Brescia, Huron 
and King’s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 

Western English 
Language Centre  
(WELC) Academic 
English Program 
 
 
 
 
Summer English 
Boost Program 
 
 
 
 
King’s Enhanced 
Year (KEY) Program 
 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the English 
program and have an IELTS 
score below 6.5. 
 
 
For students who are just 
below the English standard 
for admission to their degree 
program 
 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the KEY program 
and have a Minimum Overall 
IELTS Score and Writing 
section of 5.5, all other 
sections minimum 5.0. 

1 to 4 
terms – 
each term 
is 16 weeks 
 
 
 
 
10 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Full Year 

$6,512 per term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$5,080 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$24,000 includes 
English Language 
program and two 
University Degree 
Program Courses. 

On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 
 
 
 
 
 
On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 
 
 
 
 
On OUAC – Apply to 
Academic Program 
you want to study 

https://uwaterloo.ca/math/future-undergraduates/programs/about-mathelas
https://uwaterloo.ca/math/future-undergraduates/programs/about-mathelas
https://uwaterloo.ca/math/future-undergraduates/programs/about-mathelas
http://www.englishlanguage.uwo.ca/learn.html
http://www.englishlanguage.uwo.ca/learn.html
http://www.englishlanguage.uwo.ca/learn.html
http://www.englishlanguage.uwo.ca/learn.html
http://futurestudents.kings.uwo.ca/admissions/admission-requirements/english-proficiency/http:/futurestudents.kings.uwo.ca/admissions/admission-requirements/english-proficiency/
http://futurestudents.kings.uwo.ca/admissions/admission-requirements/english-proficiency/http:/futurestudents.kings.uwo.ca/admissions/admission-requirements/english-proficiency/


Wilfred 
Laurier 
University  

 
6.5 

Laurier English and 
Academic 
Foundation (LEAF)  
 
Upon successfully 
completing the 
program, you will 
receive a 
conditional offer to 
Laurier and will not 
be required to 
present TOEFL or 
IELTS scores. 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the LEAF 
program and have an IELTS 
score below 6.5. 
 

Up to 4 
Terms 
 
Fall term – 
14 weeks 

$4,950 for a 14-
week term. 

Apply both on OUAC 
for your academic 
program and on 
LEAF program 
website at the same 
time. 

York 
University 

7.5 
Engineering 
and Business 
 
6.5 All other 
programs 

York University 
English Language 
Institute (YUELI) 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 
 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the YUELI 
program  
 
All applicants must achieve 
an 80% GPA in high school 
and have an IELTS: 5.0 
overall, with a minimum of 
5.0 in Writing 

Full Year $21,790 
In Semester One, 
students study one 
three-credit 
course, and in 
Semester Two, 
they also study an 
additional  
three credit course. 
In addition, 
students who have 
reached IELTS 
scores of 6.0 or 
equivalent by the 
end of Semester 
One can apply for 
permission to take 
an additional three 
credit course in 
Semester Two at 
an additional cost. 

On York Website –  
YUELI administration 
will receive 
applications in the 
first instance, and 
review them along 
with applications 
and supporting 
documentation to 
confirm that all 
components of the 
YUBridge application 
have been 
completed.  YUELI 
will then confirm 
that the application 
is complete before 
passing it on to York 
Admissions, which 
will confirm whether 
applicants are 

http://wlu.ca/laurier-international/leaf/program-overview.html?utm_source=EInfo&utm_medium=2016%20Recruitment&utm_content=Informational&utm_campaign=WLU%20Profile
http://wlu.ca/laurier-international/leaf/program-overview.html?utm_source=EInfo&utm_medium=2016%20Recruitment&utm_content=Informational&utm_campaign=WLU%20Profile
http://wlu.ca/laurier-international/leaf/program-overview.html?utm_source=EInfo&utm_medium=2016%20Recruitment&utm_content=Informational&utm_campaign=WLU%20Profile
http://continue.yorku.ca/english-language-institute/
http://continue.yorku.ca/english-language-institute/
http://continue.yorku.ca/english-language-institute/


academically 
admissible to York 
and, in such cases, 
issue a Letter of 
Conditional 
Acceptance. Once 
the conditions are 
met, York 
Admissions will issue 
a full admit offer. 

University of 
British 
Columbia 
(UBC) 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 

English for 
Academic Purposes 
(EAP) Program 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the EAP program 
and have an IELTS score 
below 6.5. 
 

16 week 
term 

$6422 per term Apply on the UBC 
website for the 
Academic Program 
of Study you are 
interested in. 

Simon Fraser 
University 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 
 
 
 

Fraser International 
College (FIC):  
Direct pathway into 
year two of Simon 
Fraser University 
undergraduate 
degrees. 
 
Will receive a 
combined Letter of 
Offer for FIC and 
Simon Fraser 
University 

Direct Entry - Overall 6.0  (no 
band below 5.5) 

Integrated Entry - Overall 5.5  
(Minimum 5.5 in reading and 
writing bands, 5.0 in 
speaking and listening) 

Cornerstone Entry - Overall 
5.0 

 

 

3 
semesters 
 
 
3 
semesters 
 
 
 
4 
semesters 

 $22,983 

 
 
Above plus 
Integrated Extra 
Support:  $4,642 
 
 
Above plus 
Cornerstone Extra 
Support:  $6,587 

Apply on the FIC 
website 

http://eli.ubc.ca/eap/index.html
http://eli.ubc.ca/eap/index.html
http://eli.ubc.ca/eap/index.html
https://www.fraseric.ca/
https://www.fraseric.ca/


University of 
Victoria 

6.5 with no 
band below 
6.0 
 

University 
Admission 
Preparation 
Program (UAP) 
 
 
 
 
 
University 
Pathways Program 
for International 
Students 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 

For Conditional Admission:  
Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the UAP Program 

IELTS score of 6.0 with no 
band below 5.5 required 

For Preliminary Admission: 
Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the Program 

IELTS score of 5.5 with no 
band less than 5.0 required 

 

12 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Full Year 
 
 
 

$3,950 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$26, 950 

Apply on the 
University of Victoria 
website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apply on the 
University of Victoria 
Website 

University of 
Alberta 

6.5 with no 
band less 
than 5.0 

Bridging Program 
 
Will receive a 
conditional offer to 
academic program 
with an English 
Language 
Requirement 
 

Must meet Academic Criteria 
for Program of Study you 
intend to pursue after 
completing the Bridging 
Program 

IELTS score:  5.0  required for 
Bridging Program 1 

IELTS score:  5.5 required for 
Bridging Program  

 
 
 
 
 
 
2-4 months 
 
 
4-12 
months 

 
 
 
 
 
 
$2,266 
 
 
$2,266 x 2 

Apply on the 
University of Alberta 
website. 

 

https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Program/University-Admission-Preparation-UAP/ELPIUAP
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Program/University-Admission-Preparation-UAP/ELPIUAP
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Program/University-Admission-Preparation-UAP/ELPIUAP
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Program/University-Admission-Preparation-UAP/ELPIUAP
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Program/University-Pathways-Program-for-International-Students/PATHWAY/
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Program/University-Pathways-Program-for-International-Students/PATHWAY/
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Program/University-Pathways-Program-for-International-Students/PATHWAY/
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Program/University-Pathways-Program-for-International-Students/PATHWAY/
http://www.studyincanada.ualberta.ca/StudyAtUAlberta/BridgingProgram.aspx#Benefits

