	Student Activity 



	Unit
	Activity
	Task

	2.1b


	Defining Communities
	Understanding a News Report

	Material Description:

News report


- placemat activity


- inverted pyramid



	How to Use in Conjunction with Profile:

· Choose a news report, and read it aloud to students, thinking aloud as you read to identify answers to the five journalistic questions: who, what where, when, why. See mini lesson:Think-Aloud (Appendix 2).

· In groups, students examine the news reports to identify the headline, the lead, the five journalistic questions, quotations from witnesses or bystanders. Students use Appendix G – The Newspaper to prompt their observations and to make notes (Unit 2 – p. 8 ).
Before you complete this task with your students, you can use the placemat activity to determine the students’ prior knowledge. Students are to sit in groups of four.  First, they individually reflect on what they know about news reports and write down the information in their own box (one located in the four corners).  The students then discuss each of their information with their peers.  Once each student has shared his/her understanding of a news report, as a group the students record the information that they have in common (in the middle box).

Another helpful method of having students examine and record information in a news report is by using the inverted pyramid - doing so may help students further understand the features and characteristics of this medium.



	Assessment and Evaluation:

Diagnostic

Activity is to be used to determine what students already know about a news report. It is a comprehension check to determine if students properly identify the aspects of a news report.



	Notes:




What is a news report?  What are its components?

1) Reflect individually (in your own box).

2) Discuss with your peers and reach a consensus in the circle.


Components of a News Report

Headline:

Subheading:

 Byline:

      Lead (5 W’s)

                Important Facts:

                        Important Facts:



        Facts:

                                           Facts:

                                                   Facts:





       Facts:
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